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Gov. Daugaard Announces $225,125 for Big Sioux River Flood Control Study

PIERRE, S.D. — Gov. Dennis Daugaard says the state Board of Water and Natural Resources has
approved a $225,125 State Water Resources Management System grant for Watertown to work
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to complete a Big Sioux River flood control study.

The grant will be administered through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

“I am pleased to announce that Watertown will receive this grant,” said Gov. Daugaard. “This
study will provide alternatives and a project plan to help the city and surrounding area to assess
how to move forward with flood control.”

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completed a feasibility report and cost-benefit study of the
area in the early 1990s. The Corps has proposed an update to prepare an integrated Feasibility
Study and Environmental Assessment to evaluate alternatives, identify the national economic

development plan and alternatives and recommend a project plan.

This grant will provide half of the required nonfederal cost share for the project.

The State Water Resources Management System, funded in part by revenues from the sale of
lotto tickets, provides grants and loans for large water projects that have been authorized by the
Legislature. Gov. Daugaard recommended the funding to the 2016 Legislature. Lawmakers
approved it by appropriating funds from the state Water and Environment Fund to the State
Water Resources Management System through the Governor’s 2016 Omnibus Water Funding
Bill.

The board met Wednesday and Thursday in Pierre.
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