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Water Supply Authorities 

Sec t i on  6  of  t he  1944  F l ood  Cont rol  A c t  

Ti t l e  I I I ,  1958  Ri vers  and  H arbors  A ct ,  “The  
1958  Wat er  Suppl y  A c t ”  

C o r p s  W a t e r  S u p p l y  G u i d a n c e  a n d  R e f e r e n c e s  

Engineer Regulation 1105-2-100 – Planning Guidance Notebook, Paragraph 3-8, Appendix E, Section VIII 

(Available online at: http://140.194.76.129/publications/eng-regs/er1105-2-100/toc.htm) 

Institute of Water Resources “Water Supply Handbook – A Handbook on Water Supply Planning and Resource Mgmt” 

(Available online at: www.iwr.usace.army.mil/docs/iwrreports/96ps4.pdf)  

Water Management and Reallocation Studies Planning Center of Expertise 

(Available online at: www.swd.usace.army.mil/pcx) 
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Water Supply History 
 1980’s – Corps attempts to charge for storage in Lake 

Sak and Lake Oahe 
• Congressional Involvement 

 1985 – USACE Opinion – when the Sec of Army 

impounds the waters of the US for purposes authorized 

by Congress, the Sec has the duty and responsibility to 

distribute those waters only as authorized by law – 

natural flows should not be considered 
• ASA(CW) Dawson – Enter into contracts at no charge 

• Conduct 100-year, 7-day natural low flow study 

• Omaha District used real estate easements 

 1987 – MBSA adopted a resolution that M&I should be 

exempt from charge due to natural flows 

 2008 – Real Estate Policy Guidance Letter No. 26 
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Williston 
New Town 

Killdeer 
Brown depicts the number of wells 

and the green triangles are the 

drilling rigs.  There are currently 186 

drill rigs in the area. 
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The Corps receives requests for 

withdrawal of water from Lake Sakakawea 

to support drilling operations for the Oil and 

Gas industry 

A White Paper lays out the 

course of action 

Secretary Darcy proposes 

identifying surplus water and 

directs the Corps to complete 

the required Letter Report 

within 6-12 months 
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 ASA Letter (8 May 2012) 

• Rulemaking 

• Enter into Surplus Water Agreements at 
Garrison 

• Provide notice to all users 

• Proceed with any necessary water reallocation 
studies 

 HQUSACE Approves Garrison Final Report and 
signs FONSI (13 July 2012) 
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Garrison Decision 
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 Purpose of Study 
• Identify and quantify whether surplus water is available 

in the project as identified in Section 6 of the 1944 
Flood Control Act that the Secretary of the Army may 
use to execute surplus water agreements 

► Sufficient surplus water is available to provide 
► 6,932 AF/year (yield) from Fort Peck/ Fort Peck Lake  

► 57,317 AF/year (yield) from Oahe/ Lake Oahe 

► 62,268 AF/year (yield) from Big Bend/ Lake Sharpe 

► 27,973 AF/year (yield) from Fort Randall/ Lake Francis Case 

► 28,427 AF/year (yield) from Gavins Point/ Lewis and Clark Lake 

► 100,000 AF/year (Yield) from Lake Sakakawea 
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Draft Surplus Water Report Overview 
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Dam/Reservoir 

Cost  

(per AF of 

Yield) 

Cost 

(per AF of 

Storage) 

Fort Peck/ Fort Peck Lake $38.59 $15.02 

Oahe/ Lake Oahe $17.19 $6.69 

Big Bend/ Lake Sharpe $36.65 $14.26 

Fort Randall/ Lake Francis Case $51.86 $20.18 

Gavins Point/ Lewis and Clark Lake $174.66 $67.96 

Garrison/Lake Sakakawea $20.91 $8.13 

 Cost/Price Determination 

 Cost/Price Recommendation 
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Draft Surplus Water Report Overview 
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Surplus Water Reports Schedule 

  

Status of Agreements 

•Garrison 
•International Western 

(˜5,000 AF) 

•10 additional (˜25,000 

AF) 

•Gavins Point 

•˜2 AF   
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SWR Finalization 
•Draft Review 

-Completed DQC, ATR  

and Public Review 

-1200 pages of comments 

from public 

•Final Review 
-HQUSACE: Apr–May 2013 

-ASA(CW): May-Jun 2013 

•Decision: July 2013 
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M&I Reallocation Study 
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 Purpose 

 Scoping Meetings 

 Cooperating Agency Team 

 Completion Within Three Years 
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M&I Reallocation Study Schedule 

  

Scoping 
•Public Meetings - August 2012 
 

Data Collection, Modeling, Analysis and Report Writing 
•2012-2014 
 

Cooperating Agency Team Involvement 
•Ongoing 
 

Draft Report 
•Public and Tribal Review –  June-August 2014 
 

Report Finalization 
•September 2014 - June 2015 
 

Study Complete 
•June 2015 
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CAT Engagement Points (Tentative) 

  

Demand and Storage Yield Analysis Review 
•Jun-Jul 2013 
 

Authorized Purposes and Environmental Analysis 
•Jan 2014 
 

Public/Agency Review of Draft Report 
•Jun-Jul 2014 
 

Independent External Peer Review 
•Jun-Aug 2014 
 

Final Report Review 
•Dec 2014-Feb 2015 
 

Study Complete 
•June 2015 
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