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June 15, 2016
To Whom It May Concern,

We are writing in support of bringing the water rights back to West Dam in Custer. We just moved to
Custer from Adams, Nebraska, and the opportunity to have fishing at such a close proximity is exciting
for us! We have three kids who love to fish, and the fact that it would be so close to home would be a
great benefit to our family.

We'd love to see the community use this area as a place for fishing derbies, get —togethers, etc. Nothing

opportunities that West Dam holds would be tremendous not only for cur community, but for visitors
and even people who are considering relocating to Custer.

Please accept this letter as a small expression of the support we have for this project!

Thank you,

;7

Garrett & Robyn VanDerSys

12140 Japan Lode Rd., Custer
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REAL ESTATE

June 17, 2016

To Whom {t May Concern,

I am writing in support of West Dam in Custer. | believe that bringing it back to its natural
beauty would be a huge benefit not only to visitors, but to our residents. Custer already has so
many ontions to offer, but to see this area flourish would be another way to attract residents,
visitors, and newcomers alike.

I'd love to see the community use it for fishing derbies, picnics, celebrations, and the like.
Custer is such a wonderful community already, but to have another meeting place would create
even more unity, in my opinion.

Please consider this letter as a small expression of my support.

Thank you,

Sheila Green

Green Real Estate and investments, Custer
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In regards to the public comment period addressing the issue of the West Dam Project, the undersigned
request the Mayor and elected council to take the following course of action:

¢ Retain the recreational identity of the dam to include but not limit to, restoration for public
fishing and seasonal activities previously associated with West Dam. An example would be
community events such as boat races.

e Establish a long term vision committee. Makeup to be comprised of appointed residents to
insure input throughout the life of the project

* Development of a comprehensive planning document based on identified scope and positive
interaction with the golf course and surrounding road infrastructure.

Respectfully submitted by the undersigned

Ll Local Custer
peop le

Ly
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* Retain the recreational identity of the dam to include but not limit to, restoration for public
fishing and seasonal activities previously associated with West Dam. An example would be
community events such as boat races.

e Establish a long term vision committee. Makeup to be comprised of appointed residents to
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Custer Volunteer Fire Department
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JUN 2 & 2016

WATER RI%‘H IS e
616 Crook Street ) 673-4080

PO Box 823 Fax (605) 673-4088
Custer, South Dakota 57730-0823 E-Mail: custervfd@goldenwest.net

www.custerfire.com
June 14, 2016

To Water Management Board

Re: West Dam Project

Dear Water Manage

Fire Departme

The Custer Volunte

Respectfully,

G

Jim Lyon Il
CVFED Fire Chief
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Dear Mayor Carson,

I am writing this letter to let you know how much my family and I would like West Dam to be
filled and stocked with fish again. It would be great to have a lake close to town that had good,
edible fish in it. We love to eat and catch fish and having somewhere almost in Custer would be
very easy and accessible. When I was growing up in Custer my friends and I would ride our
bikes out there to fish. I remember more than once riding back through town with fish hanging
from a stringer on my handlebars. My kids could have those same great memories.

The South Dakota Game Fish and Parks is considering stocking walleye in some Black Hills
lakes. I don't know if this is feasible but a collaboration in this project may be an idea. I might be
getting ahead of things but that might be worth looking into. Otherwise it would be fine to have
perch and other pan fish.

In closing I would like to reiterate some of the opportunities West Dam has: great fishing,
bike/hike paths, the playground, water storage for fire suppression just to name a few. It has the
- potential to be quite an important part of our community. Thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely

{

Dane Nielsen




1881 COURTHOUSE MUSEUM
Custer County Historical Society
WHERE TIME STANDS STHL”
411 Mount Rushmore Road
-P.O. Box 826
Custer, SD 57730
Phone: 605-673-2443

E-mail: 1881 courthousemuseum@gwic.net
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CITY OF CUSTER.

Mayor Jared Carson
City of Custer

622 Crook Street
Custer, SD 57730

As a major “anchor” in the city of Custer, the leadership of the 1881 Courthouse Museum strongly supports
the effort to restore the facility known as West Dam.

Since the Museum, like so many other businesses in and around Custer, we not only serve the interests of the
thousands of tourists who visit our community, but we also are deeply committed to supporting the
enhancement of the natural resources in this area. The restoration of West Dam would easily fall into that
category.

The leadership of this facility and the eighty families who regularly volunteer in the operation of this
institution are dedicated to improving our community and its natural resources and we unanimously
support the proposed program to return West Dam to it previous beneficial status.
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Dear Mayor Carson:

| am writing this letter to show my support of restoring and improving West Dam. This site has been
a mainstay for the Custer community as long as | can remember and was utilized by families for
years to fish, ice skate, swim and have a picnic.

| was born and raised in Custer 81 years ago, and my Dad would take me fishing out there frequently.
The Fish and Game Department kept it stocked, and provided a safe and enjoyable place for us kids
to go. One year the city offered swimming lessons, and my sister and 1 took advantage of that and
learned to swim. As years went by, | married and moved away, but we often visited my parents who
still lived in Custer. We would take our children out there to fish. We took picnic lunches and
enjoyed the lake. In the mid 90’s | moved back to Custer and as time passed, my grandchildren
would come to Custer to visit. Again, West Dam was a highlight of the trip. | taught two of my
grandchildren to fish there. The last visit my teenage grandchildren had here the dam was empty,
and they were sad to see the mess that once was a refreshing lake.

As a member of the community i realized how important the dam is other than fishing. It has been a
source of water for fire suppression. It has also been a beautiful site as one enters Custer. The
beauty has attracted birds and other waterfowl. | have seen geese and ducks there.

The plans for rebuilding the dam will enhance the area once again and be an asset to Custer. With
Gates Park a busy recreational site, the plans call for waltkways and fishing docks which will
encourage more people to use the lake. We feel fortunate to have this facility here.

| urge the State Water Management Board to approve the West Dam Task Force’s request for
additional water rights and acceptance of the plan to restore and improve West Dam. It is a win/win
situation not only for Custer but for the environment in general.

Sincerely,
Janet Serino
119 Woodtlawn Dr.

Custer, SD 57730
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June 16, 2016

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING

FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITYMavor Jared Carson
622 Crook Street

Custer, South Dakota 57730

I am writing in support of the increase in acre feet for the West Dam Project. 1 don’t
have long time memories of growing up in Custer with West Dam having lived here only
8 years. But | can address this issue in several different ways.

Mayor Carson:
When we first moved to Custer my kids and | used this lake as our primary fishing spot,
catching many trout and thoroughly enjoying ourselves while creating lifetime
memories for my children of fishing with both grandfathers on different occasions. |
have also used this pond for recreational canoeing again with my children and again
creating memories that we laugh about often.

On a professional side I have seen the plans for the development and can assure you
these significant improvements will create multiple opportunities for Custer’s residents
through new programs that will be offered by the YMCA of Custer. To name a few;
broom ball, family skates, recreationat skating, family ice fishing events and the list will
grow as we begin to utilize this amazing new park.

From the volunteer stand point; Gates Park (aka West Dam) was named for Hobart
Gates a long time Custer Rotarian. As the current President of Custer Rotary, | strongly
encourage you to do what the community can do to enhance the image of this rock of
Custer’s Park system. Numerous Eagle, Rotary, Lions and other service projects have
been performed at this park over the years. To enhance the imagine through the
dramatic increase in the lake size will encourage these and other groups to continue to
be drawn to this magnificent park and continue to enhance it through community
volunteerism.

CUSTER YMCA

I completely support the additions going on at his marvelous park and encourage the
State Water Board to help Custer take a vital step in enhancing this rock of Custer's
Parks system.

Grace Coolidge Memorial Yours

Log Building
644 Crook Street
Custer, SD 57730

/
Rex Jorg sié?.;}?reéf&}

605-673-5134 YMCA 6f Custer

United Way of the Black Hills

United
\
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To Water Management Board

The Custer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to share some input of the West Dam project and
request an increase of water rights for West Dam. As a community we feel the proposed 77.5 acre feet
would act for several opportunities to not only restore the lake to it’s traditional shoreline but would
also create even more recreation for the residents and the many visitors we cater to. With the
community slogan “minutes not miles from adventure” this would give anyone one more opportunity to
recreate, fish and enjoy the outdoors and observe the beauty of the Black Hills and the wildlife it will
attract.

We are always trying to improve the entrances in to our community to reflect on the serenity that
Custer City has to offer...and this will ensure that to happen and will be visible for the future years to
come. Every community needs to have a vision for their future to keep up with the ever changing ways
of life. This project is exactly what Custer City needs and will keep our small but modern community in
the minds of people to come for many years.

" With the Dam being nestled in the beauty of Rocky Knolls Golf Course and Country Club, we could see

potential year round activities since the location is ideal for that.

In closing ...the Custer Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and staff whole heartedly believe
in the vision of the West Dam project and the efforts of the West Dam Task Force and sincerely hope the
Water Management Board can find a way to help all of us see this project through.

Respectfully,

Dave Ressler
Executive Director
Custer Area Cha_mber of Commerce

CUSTER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PO Box 5018 | Custer, South Dakota 57730 | (605) 673-2244 | 800-992-9818
www.custersd.com | info@custersd.com | Fax: (605) 673-3726

This institution Is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



RECEIVEEL

SAVE WEST DAM anorces

RECEIVED
To the Leadership of Custer, South Dakota- JUN 2 4 2016

WATER RIGHTS
PROGRAM -

The Olson Family, now spanning 4 generations of continuous living in
Custer has felt a tremendous loss since the draining of the West Dam
several years ago. It truly is part of who we are, how we spent our
Summer time as children and the memories made with friends and
grandparents.

It's clearly understood that the restoration of West Dam will be at a
significant cost. But if you as leaders do the things you have the power
to do (like fight for the increased water rights), the citizens will join the
fight. One step at a time. The movement has started within the
community, we need the strength and focused positions of elected
officials to fight beside us.

We strongly encourage you to support the necessary measures
currently in front of you to ensure this project has a durable chance of
returning the West Dam and all that it could be again - to the children,
grandparents and visitors of Custer.

Steave and Karen (Olson) Barness
12062 Severson Loop
Custer, SD 57730
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Water Management Board RECEIVED

State of South Dakota JUN 2 4 2016
WATER RIGH

Dear Members of the Board: PROGRAM

I am writing to ask for your support to increase the Water Rights for West Dam in
Custer, South Dakota.

My Father, Hobart Gates, was one of the three members of the City Council that
#ravelled first to Pierre and then to Sioux Falls to get approval and support to
build West Dam. There was an urgency to get this done as two of them were
headed to the Pacific as soldiers in World War Il. When they returned it was
exactly as they had visualized it. An avid fisherman, Dad knew that adults could
drive all over the Hills to fish, but kids needed a place near home to walk or ride

~ their bikes to enjoy his favorite sport. So West Dam became not only a very good
' trout fishery, but a favorite place of thousands of kids over the years.

Many memories of my childhood are associated with West Dam—fishing derbies,
swimming, skating, and boating. In the late 1940’s, | won a fishing pole for being
the ‘best dressed tomboy’. With no pool in town, our swimming lessons were at
West Dam. We skated on the ice in the winter and many a hockey game was
played on the West end—we really appreciated whoever cleared the snow.

Later, when my husband went on his first tour to Vietnam, our kids started fishing
there under the watchful eye of my Dad and have fished in the Hills ever since, as
have their kids. On my Dads last day, he was at West Dam enjoying a picnic and
fishing with his 3 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren. He was still coaching
and mentoring them on ‘his favorite kid’s lake’ and moving them to places where
they could catch fish. And they did.

So West Dam has been an important part of my life all my life. We live nearby and
drive by it every day. We are looking forward to its ‘next chapter’ when it is again
a beautiful body of water surrounded and enjoyed by kids and families.

Please help Custer realize this important and worthy project and grant the Water
Rights they request.
Sincere_lyt

Cpﬂ@aw j@/@% |

Patricia Gati?s Stofft, lifetime Custer resident
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Dear Members of the Board:

I am writing this letter to offer my strong support to the city of Custer, South Dakota as they
seek a permit for the 77.5 acre feet of water to realize their goal of ‘re-creating’ the
wonderful lake behind a rebuilt West Dam. This is a wonderful project.

| first came to Custer in the mid-1950’s and was taken to West Dam my first weekend in
town by my future father-in-law to help with a Fishing Derby sponsored by the Custer Rotary
Club with the help of the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. There must have been at least
100 kids—all ages from toddlers to age 16—fishing, playing, winning prizes, eating everything
in sight and generally having the time of their lives. 1can’t tell you how many times I have
seen that since in the subsequent 60 years, but every year | have been here at least once or
twice for sure,

I have also seen the Gold Discovery Days kids and old timers’ one and two oar boat races,
swimming events, ice skating, helped build the handicap fishing platform and worked with an
Eagle Scout as he built a covered picnic site and the wheel chair access to it near that
platform. 1 have seen countless families—from all over the country—at the children’s area
and the now multiple picnic sites spending quality time at a beautiful site.

I have studied the West Dam plan and the expansion of Gates Park and the work to be
accomplished by the adjacent Rocky Knolls Golf Course and commend the leadership of
Mayor Carson, his team and others involved in achieving their goals. They are doing this
exactly right—a thoughtful, responsibie, community based and expertly engineered solution
resulting in a world class environmentally responsible fishery, recreation area, fire training
and emergency water resource, and a beautiful setting that should last a century. Impressive.

The work done by the original group who first built West Dam created a tremendous gift for
the community that lasted almost 70 years. This is the perfect follow-on to that effort and a
terrific gift for future generations of people to enjoy.

Thank you for considering this request and please heip Custer realize this dream and grant
their request for the Water Rights they request.

T MMA\M,Q;L fQuster, SD
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To: SD State Water Management Board

From: Laurie and Lonnie Arthur
PO Box 368
Custer, SD 57730-0368

RE: West Dam, Custer, SD

We are writing to you to request that you approve the increase of water rights to 77.5 acre-feet
for the proposed improved West Dam project in Custer, SD. The local Task Force has worked
very hard to put together a great plan to restore West Dam to its original shoreline. An increase
of the water rights is critical to the success of this project. In addition to restoration of the
original shoreline these improvements will be important for on-going fire suppression, wildlife
and fish habitat.

We would appreciate your approving this increase of water rights for West Dam in Custer, SD.

Sincerely,
Laurie Arthur Lonhie Arthur
PO Box 368 PO Box 368

Custer, SD 57730-0368 Custer, SD 57730-0368
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Mayor Jared Carson WATER RIGHTS
622 Crook Street PROGRAM

Custer, SD 57730

Dear Mr. Carson and State Water Management Board,

It is my pleasure write a letter in support of the application filed for the water
permit to reconstruct Custer’s West Dam for impoundment of sufficient water to
be used towards, recreational, fish and wildlife propagation and fire suppression
purposes.

My Husband and I both grew up and graduated from High School in Custer. Not
having West Dam has made it very unattractive to the community’s eye. I 100%
encourage this enhancement of this recreational opportunity to add enjoyment and
quality of life to this small and thriving community. Rebuilding this dam will
provide numerous benefits. It will give Custer a beautiful first Impression of
Visitors coming into Custer, provide open space, help in fire suppression, provide a
healthy life style, and mostly help with growth in our community.

In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of Mayor Carson, the Chief Engineer of
the State’s water board and the West Dam Task force to approve this application.

Sincerely,

O/ o Sietody

Lori Svoboda

Realtor at Western Skies Real Estate
523 Mt Rushmore Road

Custer, SD 57730
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Dear State Water Management Board: PROGRAM CITY OF CUSTER

My name is Marcel Wahlstrom and | am writing to you on behalf of the Custer City BID
Board which consists of hotels in the Custer city limits. It is our hope that you will
approve and move forward with the reconstruction plans for the West Dam Project. The
impact that the dam has had on our community can only be measured in smiles and
memories but we are asking that you join us in looking forward to the future. By taking
the necessary measures now to reconstruct the West Dam we are ensuring that our
future community members and tourists will have a place to create lasting memories of
our wonderful area. The recreational opportunities will be utilized by thousands of
people each year as well as make our small community safer in the event of the
inevitable forest fire. We strongly urge you to assist in making our community dream
come true for this generation and many generations to come!

Sincerely,

Marcel Wahlstrom

Chairman - Custer City BID Board
622 Crook St.

Custer, SD 57730

Owner/Operator — Bavarian Inn
855 N. 51 St.
Custer, SD 57730




Stephen Davis
25166 Liltle llaly Road
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Mayor Jared Carson

622 Crook Street CITY OF CUSTER

Custer, SD 57730

June 19, 2016

Dear Mayor Carson,

I'm sorry this letier did not make your deadline of 6/17/2016, but | hope you will still consider the content
as support lo reconstruct West Dam. West Dam has been a part of this communily for many years. It has
provided excellent fishing year round, as well as a great place to go launch a small boat. I grew up in this
area around the dam. [ spent countless hours fishing and catching some really nice fish out of West Dam.
I feel West Dam was as good a fishing hole as anyplace in the Black Hills at onc time. I also made
somewhat of a living, off of West Dam, as 1 collected thousands of golf balls along the shoreline and sold
them to the golfers. Twas not the only young lad to do so. West Dam has been a big part of the lives of
many kids who grew up in Custer, not just the kids whe lived around the dam, but also the kids who lived
in Cusler. If Wesl Dam is reconslructed per Lo the plans the Cily has come up with it will once again be a
great place to fish and hang out! It also has been a great place for tourist to fish or just hang ou. In recent
years the dam has been used for fire suppression, both structure and wildland. This can be a huge refief to
the city water system.

I have seen the city’s plans for the rebuild of West Dam and I think it is great. It will be a great addition to
the cily. What a way to greet people who are coming into Custer from the west! 1 don’t have to remind

you what an eyesore it is now!

In closing I hepe the state approves your request so the city can move on with their plans to reconstruct
Woest Dam.

S7LQ’JAA@O Aﬂvu (>

L
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Phone: {603) 673-8146 Fax: (605) 673-8154
Mayor Carson June 14, 2016

622 Crook Street
Custer, SD 57730

Re: West Dam

1 am writing a letter of support for the increase of water rights for the project of
West Dam. It would look so much better if we left the lake to its original shoreline.
I know in the past and as far back as the flood of 1972 the over flow work as it
should and there were no issues with the dam as [ remember. It seems it would be
cost effective to work with what we have at present.

I have to say I miss seeing the lake full when you come to Custer; it scems to have
such a influence on the City Of Custer and the beauty of our area.

I myself have such good memories of fishing there when I was little and also
spending time with my kids there as well. I can also remember spending time there
in the winter skating and ice fishing. The location of West Dam makes it very
assessable to younger kids and their families to enjoy. I feel downsizing the lake
would make it more congested for fishing and other activities,

Sincerely,
2ok \Q«Q’

Rick Wheeler
Custer County Sheriff
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State Water Management Board:

I have lived in Custer, SD my entire life. | grew up living across from West Dam and still do. My family
has spent countless hours at West Dam enjoying fishing and picnics and enjoying the natural beauty of
having a lake so close.

This project is very important to our community. 1t is vital that we have this Dam restored for many
reasons. Without West Dam we would have no water suppression in the west area, what will happen if
we have another Jasper fire?

Wae need ta have the fish habitat back and see wildlife around the lake again.

Please consider our increase and support our community and the West Dam Projéct:

‘Thank you,

g
afesa Storm
25158 little italy Road
Custer, 5D 57730
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Please please consider Custer’s West Dam Project and their request for an increase in
the water rights. As a member of this community and a Real Estate Broker it is vital for
the health, wellbeing and visual attractiveness of our community to be able to restore
this little lake, Our community has planted trees and with the playground equipment
and golf course this water feature was so appreciated and utilized. I would see Little
kids with their fishing poles sitting on the bank trying their luck. Visitors would walk
the trail on that end of town and enjoy the water feature,

As visitors and our residents approach Custer from the west - how attractive and
inviting to see the ‘people space’ right there for all to enjoy. We have really missed this

little lake, our visitors have asked about it and that end of town just isn’t the same
without it,

We have lived in Custer for 19 years and as a member of the business community we
ask again for you t0 help us restore our West Damn Lake. This part of South Dakota
and specifically Custer doesn’t have natural lakes but this is such wonderful water
feature for all of us to enjoy. Please help our West Damn Task Force with this project.

Respectfully Ay

Patti Hauschildt

Western Skies Real Estate - O;Amer/ Broker
923 Mt Rushmore Rd.

Custer, SD 57730

605-673-2433




