
Notice of Application No. 2633A-2 for an Extension of Time to Water Permit No. 2633-2 
 

Notice is given that Southern Black Hills Water System, Inc., c/o Don Peterson, Manager, 26858 Hwy 
385, Hot Springs SD 57747 has filed an application for a water permit to extend the length of time 
allowed to complete construction of works for Water Permit No. 2633-2.   Water Permit No. 2633-2 
appropriates 484 acre-feet of water annually at a maximum diversion rate of 0.67 cubic feet of water 
per second from one well to be completed into the Madison Aquifer (approximate 1850 feet deep) 
located in the SE 1/4 SE 1/4 Section 35-T5S-R6E, Custer County to serve water users in Custer, Fall 
River and Pennington Counties.  
 
Water Permit No. 2633-2 was approved March 11, 2009 and the proposed project was to be completed 
by March 11, 2014, with water being put to beneficial use by March 11, 2018.  Application No. 
2633A-2 requests to extend the length of time allowed to complete construction of the project from 
March 11, 2014 to March 11, 2019.  Application No. 2633A-2, if approved, will retain the June 20, 
2008 priority date assigned to Permit No. 2633-2. 
 
Pursuant to SDCL 46-5-26, a permit may be amended to extend the time for completion of 
construction due to delays caused by engineering difficulties, delays caused by operation of law or 
delays causes by other exigent circumstances as identified by the Water Management Board.  This 
application is requesting an extension of time due to delays incurred receiving a permit from the 
USDA Forest Service to construct on their land.   During the delay, Southern Black Hills Water 
System was unable to finalize plans for portions of the project. 
 
Pursuant to SDCL 46-2A-2, the Chief Engineer recommends APPROVAL of Application No. 2633A-
2 for a 20-year term pursuant to SDCL 46-1-14 and 46-2A-20 because 1) although evidence is not 
available to justify issuing the permit without a 20 year term limitation, there is reasonable probability 
that there is unappropriated water available, 2) the proposed diversion can be developed without 
unlawful impairment of existing rights, 3) the proposed use is a beneficial use and 4) it is in the public 
interest.   In accordance with SDCL 46-2A-23, the Chief Engineer will act on this application, as 
recommended, unless a petition is filed opposing the application or the applicant files a petition 
contesting the Chief Engineer's recommendation.  If a petition opposing the application or contesting 
the recommendation is filed, then a hearing will be scheduled and the Water Management Board will 
consider this application.  Notice of the hearing will be given to the applicant and any person filing a 
petition. 
 
Any person interested in opposing or supporting this application or recommendation must file a written 
petition with BOTH the applicant and Chief Engineer. The applicant must file a petition if contesting 
the Chief Engineer's recommendation. The Chief Engineer's address is "Water Rights Program, Foss 
Building, 523 E Capitol, Pierre SD 57501 (605 773-3352)” and the applicant's mailing address is given 
above.  A petition filed by either an interested person or the applicant must be filed by May 27, 2014. 
 
The petition may be informal, but must include a statement describing the petitioner's interest in the 
application, the petitioner's reasons for opposing or supporting the application, and the signature and 
mailing address of the petitioner or the petitioner's legal counsel, if legal counsel is obtained.  Contact 
Eric Gronlund at the above Water Rights Program address to request copies of information pertaining 
to this application.  Steven M. Pirner, Secretary, Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 
 


