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AIR QUALITY ALERT: Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brad Schultz, (605) 773-3151 
DENR’s Real Time Website: http://denr.sd.gov/des/aq/aarealtime.aspx 
 

Smoke Impacting Eastern South Dakota Air Quality 
 
Meteorological conditions are causing smoke from fires in Kansas to impact air quality in eastern 
South Dakota. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) recommends 
you visit South Dakota’s Real Time Air Quality Index map at 
http://denr.sd.gov/des/aq/aarealtime.aspx or the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency site at 
www.airnow.gov. 
 
The websites indicate southern winds pushing smoke from fires in Kansas north through eastern 
Nebraska and eastern South Dakota. 
 
The department says air quality conditions will vary throughout the day and encourages the 
public to visit the websites to determine if air quality in your area is reaching unhealthy levels. 
 
The Real Time website this morning shows “unhealthy” air at an air monitoring site in Union 
County, “unhealthy for sensitive groups” in Sioux Falls and “moderate” in Brookings. Other 
state monitoring sites still showed “good” air quality as of 10 a.m. CDT. 
 
Everyone may experience some effects during unhealthy levels. Sensitive groups generally 
include children, older adults and people with lung diseases. 
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