
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

BOARD OF MINERALS AND ENVIRONMENT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION OF PETER K. 
ROOSEVELT, DENVER, COLORADO, 
FOR APPROVAL OF A PERMIT TO 
INJECT INTO THE EXISTING 14-25 
STEARNS WELL LOCATED IN THE 
SE'/4SW%, SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 9 
SOUTH , RANGE 2 EAST, ABOUT 
THREE MILES NORTH OF PROVO, 
SOUTH DAKOTA, TO INJECT 
PRODUCTION WATER IN THE 2ND 
LEO SANDSTONE OF THE 
MINNELUSA FORMATION FOR SALT 
WATER DISPOSAL. 

CASE NO. 18-2012 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND ORDER 

A contested case hearing was held before the South Dakota Board of Minerals 

and Environment ("Board") on April 18, 2013 in Pierre, South Dakota, on the above-

captioned application of Peter K. Roosevelt ("Roosevelt"). 

Prior to the commencement of the hearing, the Chairman of the Board 

appointed Dennis Landguth to act as Hearing Chair. Assistant Attorney General 

Richard M. Williams appeared on behalf of the Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources ("Department"). Attorney Max Main appeared on behalf of 

Roosevelt. Intervenors Cindy Brunson and Susan R. Henderson did not appear at the 

time of the hearing. 

Based upon the application, the recommendation of the Secretary of the 

Department, and the testimony, evidence and arguments presented at the hearing, the 

Board makes and enters the following: 



Case No. 18-2012 	 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order 

FINDINGS OF FACT  

1. Roosevelt's application was filed with the Department on June 28, 2012. 

2. Roosevelt's application and supporting documentation are complete in 

all respects and contain all required and requested information. 

3. The Department caused due and proper Notice of Recommendation for 

a Permit to Inject to be given and published as required by law. The Notice 

recommended approval of the application, with conditions. 

4. The Provo Area Water Project, Cindy Brunson, and Susan R. Henderson 

filed petitions requesting a hearing on the application. 

5. The hearing on the application was scheduled for February 21, 2013. 

Roosevelt gave proper and timely notice of the time, date and location of the hearing 

to all persons whose property may be affected by the hearing by mailing copies of the 

Notice of Hearing by certified mail, return receipt requested, to such persons. An 

affidavit declaring that the Notice of Hearing was mailed, with the certified mail 

return receipts attached, was filed with the Board. 

6. The hearing on the application was continued to March 21, 2013, and 

then further continued to April 18, 2013. 

7. Roosevelt gave proper and timely notice of the date, time and location 

of the continued hearing to all persons whose property may be affected by the hearing 

by mailing copies of the Notice of Hearing for the continued hearing by certified mail, 

return receipt requested, to such persons. An affidavit declaring that the Notice of 

Hearing for the continued hearing was mailed, with the certified mail return receipts 

attached, was filed with the Board. 
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Case No. 18-2012 	 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order 

8. Roosevelt's Application requests a permit to inject production water into 

the existing 14-25 Stearns well located in the SE1/4SW1/4 of Section 25, T9S, R2E, 

B.H.M., Fall River County. 

9. The 14-25 Stearns well was completed with 214 feet of 8 5/8-inch steel 

surface casing, cemented to protect underground sources of drinking water, and 3,225 

feet of 5 1/2-inch steel production casing, cemented to protect underground sources 

of drinking water. The injection zone will be into the 2nd Leo Sandstone of the 

Minnelusa Formation. 

10. All injection water will be produced water from the 2nd Leo Sandstone 

from the 11-25 Barker production well located in the NE1/4SW1/4 of Section 25, 

T9S, R2E, B.H.M., Fall River County. 

11. All wells within a one-half mile radius of the proposed injection well are 

constructed such that the injection into the 14-25 Stearns well will not affect any 

underground sources of drinking water. 

12. The proposed injection will not cause any degradation of fresh water 

resources or other mineral resources. 

13. The Secretary of the Department recommends approval of the 

application, with the following conditions: 

1) Injection operations authorized under the permit to inject must be 
conducted in accordance with SDCL Chapter 45-9, ARSD 74:12 and 
any applicable orders or rules promulgated by the Board; 

2) The maximum injection rate must not exceed 1,000 barrels of water 
per day; 

3) The maximum surface pressure must not exceed 940 pounds per 
square inch during injection operations; 

4) The life of the permit may not exceed 25 years; 
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Case No. 18-2012 	 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order 

5) A mechanical integrity test must be successfully conducted prior to 
the commencement of injection activity. The well must pass the 
mechanical integrity test at 1,000 pounds per square inch surface 
pressure. The operator is required to notify the Secretary a minimum 
of 72 hours prior to running a mechanical integrity test; 

6) Once mechanical integrity is established, the well must be retested 
at least once every five years to ensure that mechanical integrity is 
maintained, unless the Department indicates differently; 

7) If an unsuccessful pressure test occurs, the operator must cease 
operations immediately if it is determined the injection will threaten 
any underground source of drinking water. If the failure is not 
threatening ground water, the operator must cease operations within 
48 hours after receipt of the Department Secretary's notice, and take 
corrective action on the well as soon as feasible. Corrective action 
options include repairing the well so that a successful test result can 
be obtained, plugging and abandoning the well, or any other action 
approved by the Department. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Board hereby makes and enters 

the following: 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW  

1. The Board has jurisdiction over the parties to and the subject matter of 

this proceeding. 

2. Roosevelt's application is complete. 

3. All notices of the application and the hearing thereon, and all other 

notices required by law, were properly and timely given. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and good 

cause appearing therefor, it is hereby: 
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Case No. 18-2012 	 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order  

ORDERED, that Roosevelt's application be, and the same hereby is, granted, 

with the following conditions: 

1) Injection operations authorized under the permit to inject must be 
conducted in accordance with SDCL Chapter 45-9, ARSD 74:12 and 
any applicable orders or rules promulgated by the Board; 

2) The maximum injection rate must not exceed 1,000 barrels of water 
per day; 

3) The maximum surface pressure must not exceed 940 pounds per 
square inch during injection operations; 

4) The life of the permit may not exceed 25 years; 

5) A mechanical integrity test must be successfully conducted prior to 
the commencement of injection activity. The well must pass the 
mechanical integrity test at 1,000 pounds per square inch surface 
pressure. The operator is required to notify the Secretary a minimum 
of 72 hours prior to running a mechanical integrity test; 

6) Once mechanical integrity is established, the well must be retested 
at least once every five years to ensure that mechanical integrity is 
maintained, unless the Department indicates differently; 

7) If an unsuccessful pressure test occurs, the operator must cease 
operations immediately if it is determined the injection will threaten 
any underground source of drinking water. If the failure is not 
threatening ground water, the operator must cease operations within 
48 hours after receipt of the Department Secretary's notice, and take 
corrective action on the well as soon as feasible. Corrective action 
options include repairing the well so that a successful test result can 
be obtained, plugging and abandoning the well, or any other action 
approved by the Department. 
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Case No. 18-2012 	 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order 

Dated and signed this 18th day of April, 2013. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF 

MINERALS AND ENVIRONMENT 

By  4.7  
e147  Dennis Landguth,V " 

Hearing Chairman 
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