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What is the timing and species being used to stabilize the topsoil piles?  Also, what is the 
quantity of soil in each of the stockpiles?   
 
Will all locations be reseeded with the single seed mix, regardless of post mining soil 
analysis?   
 
The soil analyses indicate areas of high pH, high conductivity, and SAR values that 
indicate potential problems.  Will these soils be identified during the topsoil stripping 
process? 
 

2. Land Application Plan:   We note that much of the surface water analysis shows high salt 
content indicating the surrounding soils also are saline. 

 
Water from the deep wells also indicates properties that would make reclamation more 
difficult.   
 
The areas on the Land Application Exhibits showing where the excess water will be 
applied has soils that are thin and on the heavy texture side of the triangle.   
 
We are concerned that there will be a buildup of salts in the soil profile which would 
make revegetation unsuccessful.  
 
If indicated through analysis, will more appropriate species and soil amendments be 
applied to help ensure long term land use?   

 
As required in ARSD 74:29:01:11, please submit proof that a copy of the information requested 
in this letter has been sent by certified mail to the applicable review agencies and a copy has 
been filed with the Fall River and Custer County Register of Deeds offices.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
         \s/                                                                                                 \s/ 
 
Eric Holm       Michael Cepak, P.E. 
Natural Resources Engineer III    Engineering Manager I 
Minerals and Mining Program    Minerals and Mining Program 
Telephone: (605) 773-4201     Telephone: (605) 773-4201 
FAX: (605) 773-5286      FAX: (605) 773-5286 
E-mail: eric.holm@state.sd.us     E-mail: mike.cepak@state.sd.us 

 
cc:  Stan Michals, GFP 




