Fall River County Conservation District
341 S. Chicago Street

Hot Springs, SD 57747

Phone: 605-745-4007

F-Mail: fallrivered@sdconservation.org

February 12, 2013
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Dear Department of Environment and Natural Resources,

Serving the local Conservation District for Fall River County; we, as the board, oppose the planned
uranium mining coming to the area. We feel that the risk and devastation it will do to our
environment is not worth the benefits. The District is here to help protect our land, water, and air
quality. If key environmental resources are contaminated, small, rural communities will be unable
to survive. Our area is a dry arid landscape, water is a huge commodity. Currently, our county is
considered to be in a high drought area (according to the national drought monitor map). We feel
the open leach fields pose a threat to our air quality and harm to our wildlife. The land will be
destroyed for future use. Even if the grazing land is restored to preconditions it will take a long
time for recovery. Recovery alter large scale mining operations tends to be more expensive than
expected and the cost falls on our local tax payers.

The Conservation District for Fall River County would like to make note that we, as a board, do
not support this large scale mining permit from Powertech. The risk to the environment and local
area is not worth the benefits Powertech is offering.

Sincerely,

Fall River Conservation Board

Aol FAY Mo x/éiw

“Rechie Collis, Chairmsan Joh Sides; Vice Clainnan
’

o

Dewane Stearns, Supervisor

Peggy Porter, Supervisor g:ﬁe Tomlinson, District Manager
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