
 
 

SUMMARY DOCUMENT 
COLD SPRING GRANITE COMPANY  

LARGE SCALE MINE PERMIT APPLICATION  
 
 
Applicant: Cold Spring Granite Company 

14982 485th Avenue 
Milbank, South Dakota 57252 

 
Type of Mining: Large scale mining operation for granite (dimension stone) 
 
Legal Description: Portions of SW1/4 Section 7; T120N-R47W, Grant County. 
 
General Location: Approximately 6 miles east of Milbank, South Dakota 
 
Local Contact: Steve Chouanard 

Phone (320) 685-4808 
 
Description: 
 
On June 27, 2016, the Minerals and Mining Program of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources received a large scale mine permit application from Cold Spring Granite.  
The proposed mining operation for granite is located about six miles east of Milbank, South 
Dakota.   
 
The proposed project involves a land exchange between Cold Spring Granite Company and 
Dakota Granite Company which will modify the current mine permit boundary for Mine 
Permit 8.  Modifications to mine permit boundaries require a new mine permit application 
pursuant to ARSD 74:29:03:02.  The 7.80 acres transferred to Cold Spring Granite will be used 
for a 4.25 acre quarry expansion and a 3.55 acre buffer zone to the north of the quarry.  Cold 
Spring is also transferring 6.20 acres to Dakota Granite which will reduce a portion of the 
permit boundary.  A maximum 61,380 tons of granite will be mined annually from the 
expansion area.  Mining is expected to start sometime after permit approval and will be 
completed, including final reclamation, by 2062.   
 
Prior to mining, topsoil will be salvaged and stockpiled. Sand will be removed from the area 
and stockpiled for use in the operation over the next ten years.  Mining will consist of 
conventional quarry mining methods.  A front end loader, haul truck, drill rig, rock buggy, and 
wire saws will be used in the operation.  After holes are drilled with the drill rig, the wire saws 
will cut granite blocks loose.  The front end loader will then remove the granite block and 
place it in a haul truck.  Waste granite (grout) will be hauled to Fisher Sand and Gravel’s 
crushing operation about one mile east of the proposed operation.  Blasting will only occur 
about once a month to loosen up overburden.     



 
Reclamation: 
 
The proposed future use of the affected area is wildlife habitat, which is the same land use 
approved under Large Scale Mine Permit No. 8.  Cold Spring Granite will continue to follow 
the approved reclamation plans for Large Scale Mine Permit No. 8.  After mining is 
completed, the quarry will be allowed to fill with water, which will be used by wildlife.  The 
buffer zone and the quarry edge will be regraded to a 4:1 (H:V) slope, topsoiled, and seeded.  
Since all of the grout will be crushed and reused, no grout piles will need to be reclaimed.        
 
Environmental Concerns: 
 
Potential environmental impacts from the operation appear to be minimal.  The current 
quarries use no processing or hazardous chemicals, and none will be used for the proposed 
operation.  There could be some fugitive dust problems.  However, Cold Spring Granite has 
and will continue to apply dust suppressants to haul roads to mitigate any fugitive dust.   
 
Impacts to surface and ground water should be minimal.  No erosion or sedimentation issues 
have been noted in other Cold Spring or Dakota Granite quarries in the area.  In 2003, a 
pipeline was installed to divert flow from an intermittent drainage just to the west of the quarry 
expansion area northward to a tributary of the Yellow Bank River.  Water that flows into 
quarries operated by Cold Spring Granite and Dakota Granite in this area is pumped to a 
wetland located at the pipeline inlet that was also constructed in 2003.  Cold Spring will 
continue to pump water to the wetland and pipeline during the life of the expanded quarry.  
There are no other drainages or wetlands in the expansion area.  Cold Spring Granite has 
obtained stormwater permits from the state.   
 
The site geology indicates that the granite material contains no heavy metals or other 
hazardous compounds that could be liberated and potentially affect surface and ground water.  
Cold Spring Granite collected water samples from the quarries and found no impacts to water 
from the quarry operations.  In addition, no problems have been noted at abandoned quarries in 
the area.  Local residents and others have used the quarries for swimming and fishing, and no 
adverse health effects have been reported.  The abandoned Hunter Quarry has filled with water 
and is now stocked with fish annually and is operated as a state park.    
 
The Department of Game, Fish, and Parks notified Cold Spring Granite that native prairie 
habitat exists in Grant County for Dakota skippers and Poweshiek skipperlings which are 
threatened butterfly species.  However, since the quarry expansion area has been disturbed in 
the past and mainly consists of smooth bromegrass which is not a native species, there should 
be no impacts to Dakota skippers and Poweshiek skipperlings.      
 
Current Status - July 25, 2016: 
 
The department has completed its review of the permit amendment application for procedural 
completeness and has notified Cold Spring Granite that the application was considered 



complete as of July 15, 2016.  Copies of the mine permit application are available for public 
review at the Grant County Register of Deeds Office in Milbank, South Dakota and the 
Minerals and Mining Program, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Joe Foss 
Building, 523 East Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota      
 
For more information, contact the Minerals and Mining Program, Joe Foss Building, 523 East 
Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota, or call (605) 773-4201. 


