






































































































































































Implementation of HB 1015 – An 

act to create an equitable process 

to handle water right applications 

submitted for aquifers determined 

to be fully appropriated by the 

Water Management Board 

Presentation for the Water Management Board 

May 7, 2014 



Step 1.  The Board determines 

an aquifer is fully appropriated. 

 Within 30 days of the Board’s final decision 
the public is notified of: 
◦ the Board’s decision 

◦ 30 day window when applications for the aquifer will be 
accepted  

 Any applications submitted prior to the 
Board’s final decision are not included in the 
process. 

◦ Approved/Denied/Deferred  

 



Step 2.  The Water Rights Program 

accepts applications during a 30-day 

period. 
 All applications submitted within the 30 days given a 

priority date of the 30th day. 

 No more than one application accepted for the same 
acreage. 

 Any application submitted after the Board’s final 
decision and prior to the 30 day period given priority 
date of 30th day.  

 Incomplete applications returned and given 30 days to 
complete.  If returned complete within 30 days, 
applications given the priority date of the 30th day.  

 Applications received after the 30 days given a 
priority date of the date received. 



Step 3.  The Board creates a priority 

list of accepted applications. 

 No later than the second regularly 

scheduled board meeting after the 30 day 

application acceptance period. 

 Priority list determined by random 

process approved by the Board: 

◦ Numbers drawn from a hat 

◦ Numbers drawn from “cage” (Bingo-style) 

◦ Numbers randomly generated electronically  



Step 3. (cont.) The Board creates a 

priority list of accepted applications. 

 Random selection process and development 

of priority list included as agenda item. 

 Chief Engineer will provide information on 

number of applications submitted, accepted, 

or rejected for Board action. 

 Random selection processes presented 

and/or demonstrated by staff. 

 Board selects process via motion and roll 

call vote. 

 

 



Step 3. (cont.) The Board creates a 

priority list of accepted applications. 

 When choosing a process, Board may consider: 

o Number of applications 

o Public input 

o Board member acceptability 

o Legal acceptance 

o Ease of documentation  

o Other  

 Random selection process is conducted and 

priority list is made.  

 

 

 



Step 4. Applications held for 5 years. 

 The fully appropriated aquifer is reviewed: 

◦ All permits/licenses are reviewed. 

 Permits are licensed when possible 

 Cancellations of permits/licenses for nonuse 

◦ If necessary, additional hydrogeological 

information is produced and reviewed.  

◦ Irrigation questionnaire data reviewed. 



Step 5. Public notice of 5-year 

review hearing by the Board. 

 Notice published in areas where aquifer is 

located and on DENR website 

 Notice sent to each applicant requiring: 

◦ Response with their desire to maintain 

eligibility within 30 days 

◦ Payment equal to 10% of original fee to 

maintain eligibility 



Step 6. Board holds review hearing.  

 Water Rights Program presents the results of the 
5-year review information 

 Board decides whether unappropriated water is 
available 

 If water is available: 
◦ Board approves held applications in order of priority 

◦ Any remaining applications held for another 5 years 

◦ Any remaining unappropriated water subject to 
general appropriation 

 No transfer of permits issued under this process 
are allowed until water placed to beneficial use as 
specified in the permit 



Implementation schedule for 

HB1015 
 On or about July 1, 2014 – publish notice 

of aquifer fully appropriated: 

◦ Floyd: Pearl Creek 

 August 1 through September 1– 
applications will be accepted by Chief 
Engineer 

 October 1-2, 2014 – Board decides on 
random priority process  

 December 3-4 – Board develops priority 
list  



Implementation schedule for 

HB1015 

 July 2014 – Water Rights Program begins 

review of Floyd:Pearl Creek aquifer  

 July 2019 – Publish notice and notify 

applicants of 5-year review hearing  

 December 2019 – Board conducts 5-year 

review hearing  



Implementation schedule for 

HB1015 

 Schedule for Tulare:Western 

Spink/Hitchcock and Tulare:East James 

aquifers follow final decision on appeal. 
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