
                                                                                                      

 

South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Ebola Factsheet 

Waste Management and Private Property Cleanup  

 
South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is responsible for 
regulating disposal of waste and for overseeing cleanups in non-hospital settings such as 
private homes and personal vehicles. 
 
Disposal of Infectious Waste from hospitals: 
o Landfills in South Dakota are not permitted for disposal of infectious waste.  Because it is 

unlikely Ebola contaminated infectious waste would be treated or disinfected in South 
Dakota hospitals or facilities, it is likely the waste would be shipped out of state for disposal.  
Ebola virus is a Category A infectious substance regulated as a hazardous material under 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT’s) Hazardous Materials Regulations.  
Therefore, waste must be shipped via a carrier permitted by the US Department of 
Transportation for transporting Ebola infected waste. 

o For additional information, contact DENR at 605-773-3153.  The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) also has valuable waste management guidance at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/medical-waste-management.html 
 

Disposal of Non-infectious Waste: 
o Landfills in South Dakota are permitted for disposal of non-infectious waste.  Materials that 

have been removed from a private residence or vehicle may be disposed at a permitted 
Municipal Soil Waste Landfill if they have first been cleaned/disinfected.  However, due to 
the level of public anxiety associated with Ebola, some landfills may be unwilling to accept 
such waste.  For this reason, the disposal site must be contacted and acceptance of material 
must be approved prior to the start of any cleanup work. 

o For additional information, contact DENR at 605-773-3153. 
 
Cleanup of Private homes and vehicles: 

The CDC has issued recommendations for decontamination of residences formerly occupied by 
Ebola infected individuals: http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/residental-decontamination.html 

 o If a person has a confirmed case of Ebola, public health authorities will contact a contract 
company to assess the situation and to determine proper decontamination procedures.  

  Remaining members of a household must not attempt to perform decontamination work 
and must avoid contaminated rooms and areas until after completion of the assessment. 



 o For additional information contact DENR at 605-773-2396.  
 

Should South Dakota have a confirmed Ebola case, the Department of Health (DOH) will 
manage the healthcare related response.   Questions pertaining to cleanup of hospital settings 
and care of infected individuals should be referred to the DOH. 
Call: 605-773-3361 

 http://doh.sd.gov/diseases/Ebola.aspx DOH Ebola webpage:
 

 

 

Other Resources: 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) –  
 Interim Guidance for Managers and Workers Handling Untreated Sewage from Individuals 

with Ebola in the United States: http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/prevention/handling-sewage.html 

 What http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/what-need-to-know-ebola.pdf you need to know about Ebola: 
  http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/ebola-factsheet.pdf Ebola:
 Interim Guidance for the U.S. Residence Decontamination for Ebola Virus Disease and 

http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/residental-decontamination.html Removal of Contaminated Waste: 
  http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/medical-waste-management.htmlEbola-Associated Waste Management:  
  http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/transmission/qas-pets.htmlQuestions and Answers about Ebola and Pets:  

 
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – 

  http://www.epa.gov/oppad001/list-l-ebola-virus.htmlDisinfectants for Use Against the Ebola Virus:  
 
US Department of Transportation (DOT) –  

   http://phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/transporting-infectious-substancesTransporting Infectious Substances:  

 
US Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) -   

  Cleaning and Decontamination of Ebola on Surfaces - Guidance for Workers & Employers 
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA_FS-3756.pdfin Non-Healthcare/Non-Laboratory Settings:  

 Safe Handling, Treatment, Transport and Disposal of Ebola-Contaminated Waste: 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA_FS-3766.pdf 
 
World Health Organization (WHO) –  

  Travel and transport risk assessment: Interim guidance for public health authorities and the 
transport sector: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/132168/1/WHO_EVD_Guidance_TravelTransportRisk_14.1_eng.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
&ua=1 

 
US Army –  

  Decontamination of Vehicles Used for Transportation of Potential Ebola Virus Disease 
(EVD) Patients or Related Equipment:  
http://phc.amedd.army.mil/PHC%20Resource%20Library/EVDVehicleDecontaminationTIP_13-031-1014-22Oct14.pdf 


